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INTRO
Being a freelancer means 

you have two jobs
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In Their Shoes
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THE COFFEE MEETING

Step-by-step
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THE COFFEE MEETING

Explaining the Sections

https://www.facebook.com/teachercreature.cz


f

https://www.facebook.com/teachercreature.cz


f

–

–

–

SAMPLE LESSON 1

The Interview

SAMPLE LESSONS

Overview “First, you’re going to…”

Reading They read, you correct their pronunciation

Vocab Ask if they have any questions about vocab, ask them what specific words mean 

Speaking They answer the same questions about themselves

Correction Show them their mistakes which you were writing down while they were speaking

Practice Pick one or two of their mistakes, explain the rule (or get them to), and then drill it

https://www.facebook.com/teachercreature.cz
http://jobsearch.about.com/od/interviewquestionsanswers/a/interviewquest.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/business/getthatjob/unit4interview/page3.shtml
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SAMPLE LESSON 2

Gap Fill

Give the test Do as much of it as you can orally 

Instant Lesson Pick one grammar or vocab mistake they made and give a mini-lesson on 

the fly. As much as possible, rather than just explaining, ask questions 

which lead the student to discover the answer.

Practice Drill the corrected mistake(s)
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Just because your student is a student doesn’t mean he knows how to be a good student.

If he’s like a lot of my student he:

– Doesn’t want to take notes/writes down as little info as possible

– Doesn’t look at his notes or book between lesson

– Does his homework ten minutes before the lesson

– Forgets his notes at home/at the office

– Forgets that he had homework

– Uses words like ‘never’ ‘difficult’ ‘impossible’ and words like  ‘lazy’ and ‘stupid’ to describe himself

All these things make it a lot more difficult for you to do your job and for the student to make progress. 

But the good thing about this list – unlike a talent for languages – is that they’re all under your students’ control.

They’re just bad habits which can be replaced by positive ones.  

Furthermore, when you teach a student how to learn, you’re getting them to take responsibility. Rather than 

holding on to the ‘put your English in me’ attitude a lot of students have, if he knows how to teach himself, he 

should realize he is the one who is accountable for his progress. 

SAMPLE LESSON 3

Teach How To Learn

Overview “First, you’re going to…”

Reading They read, you correct their pronunciation

Vocab Ask if they have any questions about vocab, ask them what specific words mean 

Speaking Ask them specific questions about the text. Next, ask them how they could use the 

information to improve their English. (Write down their mistakes.)

Correction Show them their mistakes. Ask them to correct them.

Practice Pick one or two of their mistakes, explain the rule (or get them to), and then drill it
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Here are some topics and links to articles. You’ll probably want to cut out some sections to make them shorter, 

or rewrite sections/replace words to make them easier.

The Curve of forgetting

– http://ol.scc.spokane.edu/jroth/Courses/English%2094-
study%20skills/MASTER%20DOCS%20and%20TESTS/Curve%20of%20Forgetting.htm

– http://uwaterloo.ca/counselling-services/curve-forgetting

– http://sidsavara.com/personal-productivity/the-ebbinghaus-curve-of-forgetting

Prioritizing (I recommend cutting and pasting from“Efficiency.”)

– http://www.fourhourworkweek.com/blog/2009/01/20/learning-language/#more-1077

Motivation (same article, but cut and paste from “ Adherence.” 

– http://www.fourhourworkweek.com/blog/2009/01/20/learning-language/#more-1077

SAMPLE LESSON 3

Teach How To Learn
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http://ol.scc.spokane.edu/jroth/Courses/English 94-study skills/MASTER DOCS and TESTS/Curve of Forgetting.htm
http://uwaterloo.ca/counselling-services/curve-forgetting
http://sidsavara.com/personal-productivity/the-ebbinghaus-curve-of-forgetting
http://www.fourhourworkweek.com/blog/2009/01/20/learning-language/#more-1077
http://www.fourhourworkweek.com/blog/2009/01/20/learning-language/#more-1077
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FINAL NOTE

Screening
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